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PREFACE. 
| ~ Poem with fo bold a Title, and a Name prefix’d, from which 
the handling of fo ferious a Subject wou'd not be expected, 
| may reafonably oblige the Author, to fay fomewhat in de- 
~ fence both of himfelf, and of his undertaking. In the firft 
Place, if it be objected to me that being a Leyman, I ought not to have 
‘concern'd my felfwith Speculations, which belong to the Profeflion of 
Devinity ; Ycowd Anfwer, that perhaps, Laymen, with equal advanta- 
ges of Parts and Knowledge, are not the moft incompetent Judges of 
Sacred things ; Butin the due fenfe of my own weaknefs and want of 
Learning, I plead not this : I pretend.not to make my felf a Judge of 
Faith, inothers, but onely to make a Confeffion of my own ; I lay no 
unhallow'd hand upon the Ark ; but wait on it, with the Reve. 
rence that becomes me at a diftance : In the next place I will 
ngenuoufly confef§, that the helps I have usd in this fall 
Treatifé , were many of them taken from the Works of our own 
Reverend Divines of the Church of England ; fo thar the Weapons with 
‘which I Combat Irreligion, ‘are already Confécratéd ; though | fuppofe 
they may be taken down:as lawfully as the: Sword of -Goliah was by 
Devid, whenthey are to be employed for che common Caufe, againit 
the Enemies of Piety. [intend not by this to intitle them to any of my 
errours; which, yet, I hope are only thofé of Charity to Mankind ; and 
fuch as my ows Charity has causd me to commit, that of others 
may more eafily excufe. Being naturally: inclin’d-to Scepticifm in Pbj- 
lofopliy, [have no.reafon to impofe my Opinions’, in a Subject which 
is above it : But whatever they are, I fubmic-rhem with all reverence 
to my Mother Church, accounting them ‘no. further mine, ‘than as they 
are Authoriz’d, or at leaft, uncendemn’d by her. . And, indeed, to fe. — 
cure my felfon this fide, I have ue'd the neceflary Precaution, of fhow- 
ing this Paper before it was Publith’d to a.judicions and learned Friend, 
‘a Man indefatigably zealous in the fervice. of the, Church: and State : 
and whofe Writings, have highly deferv’d of both. ‘He was. pleas‘d, tu 
approve the body of the Difcourfe, and I bope he is more .my Friend, 
than to do it-out of Complaifance: ‘Tis trae-hehad too good a ” to 
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The Preface. 
like it alt; and amongft fome other faults recommended to my 
fecond view, what 1 have written, perhaps too boldly on St. 4- 
thanafius : Which he advifed me wholy to omit.. 1 am fénfible enough 
that I had done ee sealant to have follow’d his opinion : But then 
I cou!d not have fatished my felf, that I-had done honeftly not to have 
written what was my own. .- It-has-always been my thought, that Hea- 
thens, who never did, nor without Miracle cou’d hear of the name of 
Chrift were yet in a poffibility of Salvation. Neither will ic enter eafily 
into my belief, chat before the coming of our Saviour, the whole World, 
excepting only the Jewih Nation, fhou'd lye under the inevitable necef- 
fity of eveslaftng Punifhment, for want of that Revelation, which was 
confin’d to fo finail a {pot of ground as that of Pslefine.Among the Sons. 
of Neab we read of one anely who was accurs'd ; and ifa blefling in the 
ripeness of time was referv'dfor Fapbet, (of whofe Progeny we are,) it 
feems unaccountable to me, why fo many Generations of the fame 
Offépring, as preceeded our Saviour in the Flefh, thou'd be all involv’d 
in one common condemnation, and yet that their Pofterity fhou'd be 
Intitled to the hopes of Salvation: As if'a Bill of Exclufion had paffed only 
on the Fathers, which debar’d noe the Sons from their Succeflion. Or 
chat fo many Ages had been deltver'd over to Helland fo many referv'd for 
Heaven,and that the Devil had the firft choice,andGod the next. Truly I 
am apt to think, thatthe revealed Religion which was taught by Nosb to 
all his Sons, maght continue for fome Ages in the whole Pofterity. Thac 
afterwards tt was ineluded wholly in the Family of Ses is manifeft: bur 
when the Progenies of Chans.and ‘fapbes {warm'd into Colonies, and thofe 
Colonies were fubdivided into many others; in procefs of time their De- 
Scendants loft by little and little the Primitive and Purer Rites of Divine 
Worthip, retaining onely the notion of one Deiry ; to which fucceeding 
Generations added others: ( for Men took their Degrees in thofe Ages. - 
from Conquerours to.Gods.) Revelation being thus Eclipfed to almoft 
afl: Mankind, ebe light of Nature as. the next in Dignity was fubftieuted ; 
and that.is i¢ which Se. Pea} concludes to be the -Rule of the Heathens; 
and by which they are hereafter to be judg'd. If my fuppofition be 
true, chen the conféquence which I have aflum’d in my Poem may be. 
aifo true; namely, that Deifm, or the Principles of Natural Worthip,. 
are onely the faint remnants or dying flames of reveafd Religion in the. 
‘Polterity of Nosh: And that our. Modern Philofophers, nay and fome. 
of our Philofophifiing. Divines have too much exalted:the faculties of: 
our Souls, when they have maintaind thac by their force, mankind has. 
been able to find out that-there is one Supream Agent or Intellectual 
Being which we. call God; that Praife and Prayer.are his ee 

and. 


The Preface: 
and the reft of thof deducements , which I am confident’ are the ré- 
mote eflects of Revelation, and unatainableby our Dicourfe, 1 mean 
as fimply confiderd, and without the benefice of Divine IMumination. So 
that we have not lifted up out felves to Ged, by the weak Pinions of : 
our Reafon, but he has been pleafd to defcend to us: and what Sverates . 
faid of him. what Plato writ,.and the reft of the Heathen Philofophers - 
of feveral Nations, is all no more than the- Twilight of Revelation, after: 
the Sun of it was fet in the Race of Nowb: That there is (ome thing above 
us, fome Principle of motion, our Reafon can apprehend, chough it 
cannot difCover what it is, by its own Vertue. And indeed ‘tis very im- 
probable,that we,who by the ftrength of our faculties carmot enter into - 
the knowledg of any Beeing, not fo muchas of our ew#, fhould be 
able to find out by them, that Sapream Nature, which wecannot other. - 


wile define, than by faying ic is Infinite ; as if Infinite were definable, _ 


or Infinity a Subject for our narrow undetftanding. They. .who wou'd 
prove Religion by Reafon, de but weaken the caufe which they endea- 
vour to fupport: *tis co take away the Pillars from our Faith, and to 
prop it onely with a twig : "dis to defign'a Tower like chat of Babel, . 
which if it were poffible (as it is not) to reach Heaven;: would come - 
to nothing by the confufien of the Workmen. For every ‘man isBuild- 
ing a feveral way ; impotently conceipted of his own Model, and his 
own Materials: Reafon is always ftriving, and always at a lof, and of : 
neceflity it muft fo come to pafs, while ‘tis exercisd about that which is - 
not its proper object. Let us be content at laft, toknow God, by: his. 
own Methods ; ac leaft fo much of him, as he is pleas’d to reveal to us, 
in the facred Scriptures ; to. apprehend them to be the word . 
of God, is all our Reafon has to do; for all beyond tt is the. 
work of Faith, which is the Seal ef Heaven imprefs'd upon our hu- - 
~ mane underftanding. 7 a ae 
And now forwhat concerns the Hely Bifhop Arhanafius, the Preface of 
whofeCreed feems inconfiftent with my opinion ; which is, That Heathens 
may eae! be fav'd;. in the firft place 1 defire it may‘be confider’d thac 
ir is the Preface onely, not the Creed it felf, which,. (ntl f am better in- - 
form'd) is of too hard a digeftion for my Charity. ‘Tis noc that I am 
ignorant how. mary feveral Texts of Scripture feemingly fupport that 
Caufe; but neither am I ignorant how all thofe Texts may receive a 
kinder, and more mollified Interpretation. Every:man whe is read in 
Church Hiftory, knows that Belief was-drawn up after .a long contefta- - 
tion with Arrius , concerhing the Divinity: of our Blefled Savionr,. and: - 
his being one Subftance with the Father ; and that thus compid, .i¢ was 
€:nt abroad among the Chriftian Churches, as a -kind.ef Teft, lea 


Lhe Préface. 
w.ioloever took, was look’d on as an Orthodax Believer. "Tis .manifeh 
from hence, that the Heathen part of the Empire was not concerned jn 
it: for its bufincfs was not to diftinguifh berwixt Pagans and Chriftians, 
but betwixt Heriticks and true Believers. This, we.l confider’d, takes 
off the heavy weight of Cenfure, which | wou’d willingly avoid from fo 
venerable a Man; for if this Proportion, whofcever will be fav'd, be 
Teftrained onely, to thofe to. whom it was intended, and for whom it was 
‘compos’d, ‘I mean the Chriftians,,; then the Anathema, reaches not the 
Heathens, who had never heard of Chrift, and were nothing interefiéd 
in.char difpnte.. Afterall, lam far from blaming even-thar Prefatory 
addition tothe Creed, and as. far from cavilling at the continuation of 
‘it inthe Liturgy ofthe Church; where on the days appointed, ‘tis pub- 
lickly read:. For I fuppofe there is the fame reafon for it now, in op- 
pofition to the.Socinians, as there was then againft the Arrians ; the one 
being a Herefy, which feems to have been refin'd out of the other ; and 
-with how much more plaufibility of Reafon it combats our Religion, 
‘with fo much more cantion to be avoided: and therefore the prudence 
of our Church is ta be commended which has interpos'd her Autherity 
‘for the. recommendation of this Creed. . Yet to {uch as are groun- 
ded in the true belief, thofe explanatory Creeds, the Nicexe and this of 
_Atbanafius Might perhaps be (par’d; fos, what is fupernatural, will always 
bea myttery in fpight’ of, Expofitisn :.and for my own part the plain 
‘Apoftles Creed, is moft futable tomy weak underftanding ; as the fim- 
‘pleft diet 1s the moft eafy of Digeftion. | 
 -Ibave dwelt longer on chis Subject than I intended; and longer than, 
‘perhaps, 1 oughe ; for having laid down, as my Foundation, thatthe 
Scripture is aRule ; -thag in all things needfull to Salvation, it is clear, 
-fafficient,. and ordain’d:by God ‘Almighty for that purpofe, I have left 
my felfno right to interpret obfcure places, fuch as concern the poflibi- 
“lity of eternal -appinefS to Heathens: becaufe whatfoever is ob{cure 
‘as Concluded not, neceilary. cto be known... | Ae 
7: ‘But, by aflesting the Scripture to be the Canon. of our Faith , I have 
-unavoidahty treated to my felftrwofosts ef Enemies: The Papiits indeed, 
more directly, becaufe they have keptthe Scnpture from us, what they 
-coud ; and have referv'd to themfelves a night of Interpreting what they 
‘have deliver'd under the; pretence of Infalibiliy : and the Fanaticks 
:more.collaterally,-becanfe they have aflum’d what amounts to an Ji 
-falibility, in che private Spirit: and have detorted thofe Texts: of Scrip- 
‘ture, which are not neceilary..to Salvation, -ta the damnable ufes of Se- 
‘dition, difturbance and deitruction ofthe Civd Goverment. To begin 
with the Papifts, and to {peak freely, J think them the lefs dangerous (ar 
| lealt 
 ] 
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leaft in appearance to our prefentState;for not onely the Penal Lawsare 
in Force againft them, and their number is contemptible; but alfo their 
Peerage and Commons are excluded from Parliaments, and confé- 
quently thofé Laws in‘ no probability of being Repeal’d. A General 
and Uninterrupted Plor of their Clergy ,-ever fince the Reformation, 
I fuppofe all Protéftants ‘believe. ‘For tis’ not reafonable to think but 
thar fo many of their Orders, as were outed from their fat poffeffions, 
wou'd endeavour a reentrance againft thofe whom they account Here- 
ticks. As for. the lace defign, Mr. Celemans Letters, for ought I know 
are the beft Evidence ; and what they difcover, wishout wyre-drawing 
their Sence, or malicious Gloffes ; all Meni of reafonconclude credible. 
If there be any thing more than this requir'd of me, I muft believe ir 
as well as I am able, in fpight of the Witnefles, and out of a decent 
conformity to the Votes of Parliament: : For I firppofe the Fanaticks 
will not allow the private Spirit in this Café: Here: the Infallibilicy is at 
leaft in one part of the Government ; and our - underftandings as-well 
as our Wills are reprefented. But to returm to the Roman Catholicks; 
how can.we be fécure from:the practice of ‘Jefuited Papifts in‘that Reli- 
gion? For not two or three of that Order, as fome of them would im- 
pofe upon us , but almoft the whole Body of them are of opirion, that 
their Infallible Mafter. has a right over Kings, not-onely in Spirituals but 
Temporals. Not.to name Mariana, Bellarmine,Emanuel Sa,Molina,Santaret 
Simanche, and at the leaft: twenty others ‘af Foreign Countries ; we can 
produce of our own Nation, Campien, and Doléman or Parfons, befides 
many are nam’d whom J have not read, who all of them atteft this Doc« 
trine, thatthe Pope can Depofe and give away the Right of any Sove: 
reign Prince, fi vel paulum deflexerit, ifhe fhall never fo licele Warpe:: but 
if he once comes to be Excommunicated, then the Bond of obedience is 
taken off from Subjects; and they may‘and ought to drive him hike ano- 
ther Nebuchadnexzar, ex beminum Chriftianorum Dominatu, from exercit 
fing Qominion over Chriftians : and to this they are-bound by virtue of 
Divine Precept, and by. all.the tyes of Confcience under no lefs Penalty 
than Damnation. __ If they.anftyer me (as'a Learned Prieft has larely 
Written,) that this Doctrine of the Jefitits is not de’ fide, and that Confe- 
quently they are not oblig’d by ir, they muft pardon me; if] think they 
have faid nothing ‘to the purpofe; for ‘tis a: Maxim in their Church, 
where Points of Faith’are not decided, and that Doctors are of con 
trary opinions , they may ‘follow which part they pleafe ; but more 
fafely the moft receiv'd and ,mofAuthoriz’d. And their Cham 
pion Rellarmine has cold’ the World in his Apology , that the 
King of . England'is a: Vaffal to the Pope, ratione diredls Domenii, and that 
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‘be holds tu Villanage of his Roman Landlord. Which is no new claim 


putin for Englesd. Our Chronicles are his Authentique Witnefles, thar, 
King Folin was depos’d by the fame Plea, and Philip duguftus admitted 


Tenant. And which makes the more for Bellarmine, the Frénch Kin 


was again ejected when our King {ubmitted to the Church, and the 
Crown receiv'd under the fordid Condition of a Vaflalage. -_ 
‘Tis not fufficient for the:more moderate and well-meaning Papifts, 
(of .which I doubt not there are’ many) to produce the Evidences of 
their Loyalty to the late King, and to declare their Innocency in this 
Plot ; I -will- grane their behaviour. in the firft , to have been as 
Loyal and as brave as they defire; and will be willing to’ hold them 
excus'd as to the fecond, ({ mean when it comes to my turn, and after 
my betters; for ’tis a madnefs to be fober alone, while the Nation con- 
tinues Drunk :) but chac faying of their Father Cre/: is fill running in 
‘my head, that they may be.difpens’d with in their Obedience to an He- 
retick Prince, while the neceflity of the times fhall oblige them to it: 
(for that (as another of them tells us,) is onely the effect of Chriftian 
Prudence) but.when once they fhall get power to fhake him off, an 
Heretick is no lawful King, and confequently to rife again& him is no 
Rebellion. I fhould.be glad therefore , that they wou’d follow the ad. 
‘vice which was charitably given them by a Reverend Prelate of our 
Church ; namely, that they would joyn ina publick Act of difowning- 
and detefting thofe Jefuitick Principles; and. fubfcribe to all Do¢trines 
which deny the Popes Authority of Depofing Kings, and releafing 
Subjects from their Oach of Allegiance : to which i fhou’d think they 
might eafily be induc'd, if it be true that this prefent Pope has.con- ~ 
demn’d the Doctnneof King-killing (a Thefis of the Jefuites) amongft 
others ex Cethedre (as they call it) or in open confiftory. = =| 
Leaving them, therefore,’ in fo fair a way (if they pleafe themfelves) 
of fatisfying all reafonable Men, of their fincericy and good meahing 
to the Government, I fhall make bold to confider that other extream of 
our Religion, 1 mean the Fanaticks, or Schifinaticks, of the Englifh 
Church. Since the Bible has been Tranflated into our Tongue,they have 
us’d it fo, as if their bufinef$ was not to be fa'vd but to be damnd by its 
Contents. If we confider onely them, ‘better had it been for the Englifh - 
Nation, that it had ftill remain‘d in the original Greek and Hebrew, or 
at leaft in the honeft Latine of St. ‘Ferome, than that feveral Texts in i, 
fhould have been prevaricated to the deftruction of that Government, 
which: put it intofoungratefulhands.. = "4 oe 
_ How. many Herehies the firft Tranflation of Tyndal produced in few _ 
years, let my Lord Herbert's Hiftory of Henry the Eighth inform you, 
Infomuch that for the grofs errours in it, and the great mif(thiefs ir 
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occafion’d, a‘Sentence: pa6'd on the firft Edition of theBible, too fhame-. 
full almoft to be repeated. : After the fhort Reign: of Edward the Sixth 
( who had continued to carry on. the Reformation,-on ‘other principles 
it was begun) every one knows that not onely the chief promoters 

of that work, but many others, whofe Confciences wou'd not difpence 
with ‘Popery, were.forc’d; for fear of perfeeution, to change Climates : 
from whence returning at che beginning of Queen ‘Efzaberhs Reign, ma- 
ny of chem. who had been in “France, and at Genéva, brought back the 
rigid opinions and imperious difcipline of Ca/vin, to graffe upon'our Re- 
formation, Which, though they cunningly conceal’d at firft, (as well 
knowing how naufeoutly stat Drug wou'd go down in a lawfull Monar- 
chy, which was prefcribd for a rebellious Common-wealth ) yet they al- 
ways kept.ic in referve'; and were never wanting to themfelves either in 
Court.or Parliament, when either they had any profpect of a numerous 
Party of Fanatique Members in the one, or the encouragement of any Fa- 
vourite in the other, whofe CovetoufnefS was gaping at the Patrimony 
of: the Church. - They who will confule, the: Works of our venerable 
Hooker, or:the account of Wis Life, ‘or, more particularly the Letter writ- 
ten..tohist:on ‘this Subject; -by wcporge: Grammer, nay ee’ by what.grada- 
tions they proceeded :; :from’ the diflike of Cap and Surplice, ‘the very 
next.ftep:was Admonitions td dre Parliament againft the whole Govern- 
ment Ecclefiaftical : then cuttiéi ouc-Volumes in Englifh and Latin in de- 
fente of their Teners : ‘and irhvhediately, pradfices were fet on foot to 
ere(t their Di(tiplne without Aathority.- Dhof€ notfucceedmg, Sayre 
and Rayling was che next » And Adartin Adar-Prelate (the Mervel of thole 
times) was the firft Presbyterian Scribler, who fanctify’d Libels and Scur- 
rility co the ule of the Good Old Caufe. Which was done fays my Aw 
thour) upon this account ; that .(their (erious Treatifes having fully 
anfivered and refuted) they might compa{s by rayling what they had 
Joft by reafoning ; and when their Caufe was funk in Ceurt and Parlia- 
ment, they mighit at leaft hedge in a {take amongft_the Rabble: for to 
their ignorance all things are Wit which are abufive;, but if Church 
and Stare were made the Theme, then the Doctoral Degree of Wit was 
to be taken at. Bilingsgate: eventhe moft Saintlike of the Party, though 
they durft not excufe this.contempt ‘dnd ew of the Government, 
yet.tvete pleas'd, and grird at it witha pious {mile ; and calld it a judg- 
‘ment of God againft the Hierarchy. Thus Sectaries, ‘we may fee, were 
-born with teeth, foul-mouth’d and faurilous from their Infancy’: and if 
Spiritual Pride, Venome; Violence, Contempt of Superiours and Slan- 
ider had been the marks of Orthodox Belief; the Presbytery and the reft 
iof our Schifmaticks, which are their Spawg, were always the moft vift- 

ble Church in the Chriftian World. — . : | | a 
.. 1S 


left our haftine{s to embrace a thing of fo perilem Confequence (meaning che 

“ Presbyterian Difcipline) /hould canfe Pofterity'to feel thofe Evils, mhich as yet 

“ are more eafy for ws to prevent, than they would be for them to remedy. os 

How fatally this Caffaxdra has foretold we know too well by fad expe. 

rience : the Seeds were fown inthe time of Queen, Efzaterh, ;the —_ 
Ca 


Joofe Grains, another Ta too like to follow ; nay f fear: tis. unzvoi- 
— cig Fa mip | _ Ka ome - | 

man may be fufrer d to quote an {O Our Religion, when 

: and ‘tis the obfervation af Adcimbuarg in his Hiftory of 


edit. And how indeed thould 
and 


fecurity of Governours, as commanding exprefS obedience to 

are now turn’d to their deftruction ; and never fince the Reformation, 
has there wanted a Text of their interpreting to authorize a Rebel, 
And ‘tis to be noted by the way, that the Dottrines of -King-killing 
and {ing, which have been taken up = by che worft Party 
of the Papifts, the moft frontlefs Flatterers of the Pope’s Authority, 
have been efpousd, defended and are {till maintain'd by the hole 
Body of Nonconformifts and Republicans. *Tis but dubbing themfelves 
the People of God, which ’tis the intereft of their Preachers to tell them - 
they are, and their own intereft to believe ; and after that, they — | 
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dip into the Bible, but one Text or another will turn up for their pur- 
pote: If chey are under Perfecution (as they call it,) then that is a*mark 
of their Election; if they flourifh, then God works Miracles for their . 
Deliverance, and the Saints are to poffefs the Earth. 

They may think themfelves to- be too roughly handled in this Paper ; 
~ but I who know beft how far I could have gone on this Subject, mutt 
be bold to tell chem they are {par'd : though at the fame time I am not 
that they interpret the mildnefs of a Writer to them, as they 

the mig the Government ; in the one they think it Fear, and 
conchide it Weaknefs in the other. The beft way for them to confure 
me, is, as I before advisd the Papifts, to difclaim their Principles, and 
renounce their Practices. We fhall all be glad to think them true En- 
lifhmen when they obey the King, and true Proteftants when they con- 
em to the Church Difcipline. — 

It remains that I acquaint the Reader, that the Verfes were written 
for an ingenious young Gentleman my Friend; upon his Tranflation of 
The Critical Hiftory of the Old Teftament, compos'd by the learned Father .s:- 
mon: The Verfes therefore are addrefs'd to the Tranflatour of that Work, 
and the ftyle of them is, what it ought to be, Epiftolary. 

_ Tfany one be {fo lamentable a Critique as to require the Smoothness, 
the Numbers and the Turn of Heroick Poetry in this Poem; I mutt tell 
him, that if he has not read Horace, I have ftudied him, and hope the 

ftyle of his ci ng is not ill imitated here. The Expreffions ofa Poem, 

defign’d purely for Inftruction, ought to be Plain and Natural, and yet 

Majeftick : for here the Poet is prefum’d to be a kind of Law-giver, and 

thofe three qualities which I have nam’d are proper to the Legiflative 

ftyle. The Florid, Elevated and Figurative way is for the Paffions 5 for 

Love and Hatred, Fear and Anger, are begotten in the Soul by fhewing 

their ae out of their true proportions; either greater than the Life, 

or lefS; but Inftruction is to be given by fhewing them what they na- 
turally are. A Man isto be cheated into Paffion, but to be reafond in- 

to Truth. : : . 
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Mr. Dryden 


alee . 
| - 
On his POF M, called 
RELIGIO LAICL 


Reat is the task, and worthy {uch a Mufe, 

To doe Faith right, yet Reafon difabufe. 
How chearfully the Soul does take its flight, : 
On Faith’s flrong wings guided by Reafon’s light 2 — 
But Reafon does in vain her beams difplay, - : 


Shewing to th’ place,whence firft be came,the way, 

If Peter’s Heirs muft frill hold faft the Key. | 

The houfe which many Manjions fhou’d contain,. — 

Form’d by the great wife Architect in vain, 

Of Difproportion jufily we accufe, 

“If the ftreight-gate flill entrance muft refufe. 

The onely free enriching Port God made 

What fbamefull Monopoly did invade? 

One Faftiows Company ingrofs’d the Trade. | | 
= (c) Thou 


Thou to the diftant Shore haft fafely fail’d, 
Where the beft Pilots have fo often fail’d. | 
freely we now may buy the Pearl of price, 3 
The happy Land abounds wit), fragrant S ries | 
And nothing. is forbidden there butVice-. 
Thou be/t Columbus tothe unknown World ! 
Mountains of Doubt that in thy way were hurld, 
Thy generous Faith has bravely overcome, | 
And made Heaven truly our familiar home. - 
Let Crowds impofftbilities receive, 
Who cannot think, ought not to disbelieve, a 
Let ‘em pay Tithes, an hud-wink'd go-te Heaven, 
But fure the Quaker cou’d not be forgiven, 
Had not the Clerk wha hates Lay-policy .)». | os 
Found out, to countervail the Injury, ae ee 
Swearing, a trade of which they are not free.) ae 
Too long has captio'd Reafoy been enflav'd, 
By Viftons fcar'd, and atry Phantafms brav'd, - 
Liftning t each proud E mthuftaftick. Fool, . , 
Pretending C onfcience, byt defigning Rules 
Whilft Law, Form, Intereft, Ignorance, Defign,. 
Did in the holy Cheat together joy 
Like vain Aftrotogers gazing on the Skyes, 
We fell, and did not dare to truft our Fyes, 
Tis time at lat to fix the trembling Soul, - 
And by thy Coyspafs to point out the Pole; 
All men agree in what is to. be done, | 
And each Man’s Heart his Table is of Stone, 
) Where 


Where he the God-writ Character may view: 

Were it asneedfull, Faith had been fo too. — 

Ob, that our greateft fault were humble Doubt! — 

And that we were more Fuft, though lefs Devout ; 

What reverence fhou'd we pay thy facred Rhimes, 

Who in thefe Factiows too-believing Times 

Haft taught us to obey, and to diftruft: : 

Yet to our felves, our King, and God, prove juft. 

Thou wantft not Praife from an enfuring Friend, 

The Poor to Thee on double Intereft'lend. = «— 

So ftrong thy Reafons, and fo clear thy Senfe, 
They bring, like Day, their own bright Evidence : 

Yet whilft myftertons Truths to light you bring, >). - 
And heavenly things in beavenly numbers fing, ‘ | 
The joyfull Younger Chotr may tlap theWing. °° 


To M. DRYDEN, on 
.'- Religio Laici. we 
Is nobly done, a Layman’s Creed profeft, | 
When all our Faith of late hung on a Prieft 5 
His doubtfull words like Oracles receiv d, | 
And when we could not underfland, believ'd. 


Trium- 


Triumphant Faith now takes a nobler courfe, 

Tis gentle, but refifts intruding force : 

Weak Reafon may pretend an awfull {way, 

And Confiftories charge her to obey 3 

( Strange Nonfenfe to confine the facred Dove, 

And narrow Rules prefcribe bow he {hall love, 
And how upon the barren Waters move. ) 

But fhe rejects and {corns their proud Pretence, 
And whilft thofe groveling things depend on Senfe ; 
She mounts on certain wings and flys on high, — 
And looks upon a dazling Myftery, ‘ - 
With fixt, and fleddy, and an Eagle's Eye. : 
Great King of Verfe, that dot inftruct and pleafe, 
As Orpheus foften'd the rede Savages: 
Andigently freeft us fron’ a double Care,» 

The bold Socinian, and the Papal Chair: 

Thy. Judgment iscorretl, thy Fancy young, _. 
Thy Numbers, as thy generous faith, are firong: 
Whilft through dark, Prejudice they force their way,. 
Our Souls {hake off the Night and view thé Day. 
We live fecure from mad. Enthufia/ts Rage, 

And fond Tradition now grown blind with Age. 

Let failious and ambitious Souls repine, | ) 

Thy Reafon’s Rrong, and generous thy Defign, 

And allways to doe well is onely thine... 


Tho. Creech. 
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IM, as the borrow’d beams of Moon and Stars - 
To lonely, weary, wandring Travellers, 
Is Reafon tothe Sod: And as on high; 
Thofe rowling Fires difcover but the Sky 


4 


Not light us here ; So Reafon’s glimmering Ray: 7 
Was lent, not to affure our doubtful way, 7 : 
But guide us upward toa etter Day. 

And as thofe mghetly; Tapers difappear. eee 
When Day’s bright Lord‘afcends our Hemifphere ; -. 
SO pale Brows Reafon at Religions fight ; : 

So dyes, and fo difolves in Supernatural Light. 


B Some 


2 Rekgio Laici. 
Some few, whofe Lamp thone brighter, have beén led 
From Caufe to Caufe, to Natures fecret head ; 
And found that ove fir/t principle mutt be: 
But what, or who, that UNIVERSAL HE; 
Whether fome Soul incompaffing ng this Ball 
Unmade, unmov'd ; yet making, moving Al; 
Or various Atom’s, interfering Dance 
Leapt into Form, (the Noble work of Chance ;) 
Or this great A was from Eternity; = 5. 
Not ev’n the Stagirite himfelf could est 
And Epicurus Guefs’d as well as He: 
As blindly grop'd they for a future State ; 
god As. rafbly Fudg'd of Providence and Fate >. 
ifphes ow. But leaft of all could their Endeavours find 
sonra What motft concern’d the good of Humane kind: _ 
For Happine/s was never to be found ;. 
But vanilh‘d from.’em, like Enchanted ground. 


One 


Religio: Lick 3 

One thought Content the Good to be enjoy ‘d: | 

This, every little Accident deftroy’d : 

The wifer Madmen did for Vertue cali 

_ A Thorny, or at beft a barren Soil: 
In Pleafure fome their glutton Souls would fteep s 
But found their Line too fhort, the Well too deep of 
And leaky Veffels which no Blifs cou’d keep. . 

Thus, anxious Thoughts in endlefs Circles roul, 

Without a Centre where to fix the Soul : 

In this wilde Maze their vain Endeayours end.. 

How can the defs the Greater comprehend ? | 

Or finite Reafon reach Infinity? | 

For what coud Fathow GOD were more ethan Fe. 


T ™ Deif chinks a -_— on oe rieiale siteniof 
Cries éugexa: the mighty Sccret’s found : | 
God is that Spring of Good.; Supreme, and Bef ; 
We, made to ferve, and in that Service blef 5 
B2 If 


4. Religio' Lich 

If fo, fome Rules of Worthip mutt bs piven, 
Diftributed alike to all by Heaven : 

Elfe God were partial, and to ‘fonte deny’d 

The Means his Juftice fhou ‘d for all provide. 
This general Worfbip isto PRAISE, and PRAT: 
One part to berrow Bleflings, oneto pay: 

And when frail Nature flides into Offence, - | 

The Sacrifice for Crimes is Penitence. 

Yet, fince th’ Effects of Providence, ‘we find: od 
Are vatioufly difpens’d to Fmane kinds 

That Vice Z riumphs, and Vertue fuflers here, - 
(A Brand that Sovereign Juftice cannot bear ; ) 3 

~ Our Reafon prompts us to a futare State : 
The daft. Appeal from Fortune, and from Fate :. 


=| Where God’s all-righteous ways will be declar’d 5 


The Bad meet Punifbment, the Good; Reward: 


= oe | Thus 


Religio Laici. 5 


Thus Man by his own ftrength to Heaven wou'd Of Rewer 
And wou’d not be Oblig’d toGod for more: —_( foar: 
Vain, wretched Creature, how art thou mifled 
To think thy Witthefe God-like Notions bred ! 

- Thefe Truths are not the produet of thy Mind; 
But dropt from Heaven, and of a Nobler kind. 
Reveal'd Religion firft inform’d thy Sight, 

And Reafon faw not, till Faith {prang: the Light. 
Henceall thy. Nataral Wor/hip takes the Source : 

Tis Revelation. what thou think{t Difcouyfe: - — 
Elf, how com’ Thox to fee thefe truths fo clear,. 
Whichfo obfcure to Heathens did appear? - | 
Not Plato thefe, nor. Ariftorle found: 

~ Nor He whofe Wifedom Oracles renown’d.. .-_- Swrates. 
Haft thou a Wit fo deep,. or fo fublime, 


Or canft thou lower dive, or higher climb ? 


~ - | B33 ~~ Cantt 
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Canft Thou, by Reafon, more of God-head know 
Than Plutarch, Seneca, or Cicero? 

Thofe Gyant Wits, in happyer Ages born, 

_ (When Arms, and Arts did Greece and Rome adorn ) 
Knew no fuch S 'yfeme :. no fuch Piles cou’d raife 

Of Natural Worfbip, buile on Pray'r and i 

To One fole GOD. _ 
Nor did Remorfe, to Expiate Sin, prefcribe : 

But flew their fellow Creatures for a Bribe: 

The guildefs Vidtin groan ‘d for their Offence 5 ; 
And C ruelty, and Blood was Penitence. 

If Sheep and Oxen cou'd Attone for Men 

Ah! at how cheap a rate the Rich might Sin! 

And great Oppreffours might Heavens Wrath beguile 
By offering his own Creatures for a Spoil ! 


Dar'ft thot, poor Worm, offend Infinity ? 
And mutt the Terms of Peace be given by Thee ? 
Then 


Religio Latcs. | 7 
Then Thou art Fuftice in the laf Appeal ; 
Thy eafie God inftructs Thee to rebel: 
And, like a King remote, and weak, muft take 
What Satisfaction T hoz art pleas’d tomake. 


But if there bea Pow’r too Fuft, and frong. 
To wink at Crimes, and bear unpunith’d Wrong 5. 
Look humbly upward, fee his Will difclofe 
The Forfeit firft, and then the Fine impofe a 
A Mult thy Poverty cou'd, never pay ; 
Had not Eternal Wifedom found the way : | 
And with Coeleftial Wealth fupply’d.thy. Store : 
His Fuftice makes the Fine, his Mercy quits the Scere. 
See God defcending in thy Humane Frame ; 

Th’ offended, fuf€’ring in th’ Offenders Name: 
All thy Mifdeeds:to him imputed fee, | 
And all his Righteoufnefs devalv'd on thee. 


For. 


Oo” — Heiegio Lact 
For granting we have Sin’d, and that th’offence - 

Of Man, is made againtt Omnipotence, . | 

Some Price, that bears proportion, muft be paid. 

And Infinite with Infinite be weigh’d. | 

See then the Dez/t loft: Remorfe for Vice, 

Not paid, or paid, inadequate in price : 

What farther means can Reafon now direct, 

Or what Relief from bmane Wit expect? a 

That fhews us fick;. and fadly are we furz . 

Still to be S ick, till Heav’n. reveal the Cure: 

Irfhen Heaven's Will mult needs be underftood, 

(Which muft, if we want Cure, and Heaven, be Good ) . 


Let all Records of Will reveal'd be fhown;. +» 
With Scripture, all in equal ballance thrown, 
And our one Sacred Book, willbe That one. . 

Proof rieeds not here, for whether we compare 


That Impious, Idle, Superftitious Ware 
| | Of 


Religio Laici, = 9 
_ OF Rites, Luftrations, Offerings, (which before, 
In various Ages, various Countries bore) 
With Chriftian Faith and Vertues, we hall find 
None anfw’ring the great ends of humane kind 
But This one Rule of Life : That thews us bett 
How God may be appeas’d, and Mortals bleft 
Whether from length of Time its worth we draw, 
The World is fcarce more Ancient than the Law: 
Heav’ns early Care prefcrib’d for every Age; | 
Firft, in the Soul, and_after, in the Page. 
Or, whether more abftractedly we look, 
Or on the Writers, or the written Book, 
Whence,but from Heav’n,cou’d men unskill’d in Arts, 
In feveral Ages ‘born, in feveral patts, 
Weave fuch agreeing Truths ? or how, or why 
Shou’d a confpire to cheat us with a Lye ? 
Unaskd their Pains, ungratefull their Advice, - 
Starving their Gain, and Martyrdom their Price. 

C If 
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If on the Book it felf we caft our view;. 
Concurrent Heathens prove the Story Zrue: 
The Deétrine, Miracles; which mutt convince, 


For Heav'n in Them appeals to humane Senfe : 


And though they prove not, they Cozfirm the Caufe;. 


When what is Taught agrees with Natures Laws. 


Then for the Sty/e ; Majeftick.and Divine, 
It {peaks no lefs than God in every Line: 
Commanding words ; whofe Force is ftill the fame: 
As the firft Fiat that produc’d our Frame.. 
All Faiths befide, or did by Arms afcend ; 
Or Senfe indulg’d has made Mankind their Friend :: 
This onely Doétrine does our Lufts oppofe : 
Unfed by Natures Soil, in which it grows; 
Crofs to our Intereffs, curbing Senfe, and Sin; 


Opprefs’'d without, and undermin’d within, 


It: 


Religio Lai, = = = ay 
Ic thrives through pain ; itsown Tormentours tires ; 
And with a ftubborn patience ftill afpires. 
To what can Reafon fuch Effects afign 
Tranfcending Nature, bat to Laws Divine ? 
~ Which in that Sacred. Volume are contain’d ; 
Sufficient, clear, and for that ufe ordain’d. 

But ftay : the Def here will urge anew, ead 

No Supernatural Worfbip can be True : 
_ Becaufe a general Law is that alone 
Which mutt to al, and every where be known: 
A Style fo large as not this Book can claim | 
Nor ought that bears reveal'd Religions Name. 
Tis faid the found of a Meffiah’s Birth 
Is gone through all the habitable Earth : 
But ftill that Texe muft be confin’d alone 
To what was Zhen inhabited, and known: 


C2 And 


1 0—ti«‘“«‘éRedigio’ Laci. 

And what Provifion cou’d from thence accrue 

To Indian Souls, and Worlds difcover’d New 2 

In other parts it helps, that Ages paft, 

The Scriptures. there were Anown, and were imbrac d, 
Till Sin fpread. once again the Shades of Night: 
Whar’s that to thefe whonever faw the Light 2 


— OF all Objections this-indced is chief © 


To ftartle Reafon, ftagger frail Belief: 

We grant, “tis true, that Heav’n from humane Senfi 
Has hid the fecret paths of Prowidence : 

~ But boundlefs Wifedom, boundlefs Mercy, may: 

Find ev'n for thofe be-wildred Souls, a way :. 


Tf from his Nature Foes may Pity claim, ~ 


Much more may Strangers who ne'er heard his Name. 


‘nd though»wo Name be for Salvation known, - 


out that of his Eternal Sons alone ; 


Who 


Religio Laict. © = = 43 
Who knows how far tranfcending Goodnefs can 
Extend the Mérits of that Sonto Man? 
- Who knows what Reafons may his Mercy lead; . 
Or Ignorance invincible may plead ? - | 
Not onely Charity bids hope the beft, 
But more the great Apoftle has expreft :. 
That, if the Gentiles, (whom no Law infpir’d,). 
By Nature did what was by Law requir'd ;: - 
They, who the written Rule had never known, . 
Were to themfelves both Rule and Law alone: 
To Natures plain: indictment they fball plead ;.. 
And, by their Confcience, be condemn'd or freed. .. 
Moft righteous Doom! ‘becaufe a Rule reveal'd..: 
Is zone to Thofe, from whom it was conceal’d. © 
Then thofe who follow’d Reafons Dictates rights . 
Liv’d up, and hiftedhigh their Natural Light; . 
Wich Socrates may fee their .Maker’s Face, | 
While Thoufand Rubrick-Martyrs want a place... 

C30 Nox. : 
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Nor does it baulk my Charity, to find 


Th’ Egyptian Bithop of another mind : 


For, though his Creed Eternal Truth contains, 
Tis hard for Manto doom to endle(s pains 
All who beliey'd not all, his Zeal requir’d ; 


~ Unlefs he firft cou’d prove he was infpir’d. 


Then let us either think he meant to fay 

This Faith, where pablifb’d, was the onely way ; 
Or elfe conclude that, Aris to confute, - 

The good old Man, too eager in difpute, 


Flew high ; and as his Chriftian Fury rofe 


Digreffi “ to 

the Tran 

tour of F ale 

Simon’s Cri- 

sical Hiftory 

of the Old” 
Teftament. 


Damn’d all for Hereticks who durft oppofe. 
| 7 
Thus far my Charity this path has try’d ; 
(A much unskilfull, but well meaning guide: ) 
Yet what they are,ev’n thefe crude thoughts were 
By reading that, which better thou haft read. 


bred 


| Thy 


ee 


Religio Laici. 1S 
Thy Matchlefs Author’s work: which thou,myFriend, 
By well cranflating better doft commend: 
Thofe youthfull hours which, of thy Equals mott 
In Zoys-have {quander’d, or in Vice have dof, 
Thofe hours haft thou to Nobler ufe employ’d ; 
And the fevere Delights of Truth enjoy’d. 


Witnefs this weighty Book, in which appears 


The crabbed Toil of many thoughtful years, 
Spent by: thy Authour, in the Sifting Care 

Of Rabbins old Sophifticated Ware 

From Gold Divine; which he who well can fore. 
May afterwards make Algebra a Sport. 

A Treafure,. which if Country-Curates buy, 

They Junius, and Tremellius may defy : 

Save pains in various readings, and Tranflations ; 
And without Hebrew make moft learn’d quotations. 
A Work fo full with various Learning fraught, 
Sa nicely pondred, yet fo ftrongly wrought, 


1 6 Religto Later, 
As — height and Arts laft hand requir d: 


As much as Man coud compafs, uninfpir’d. 
Where we may fee what Errours have been made 
Both in the Copiers and Tranflaters Trade : 
How fewif/b, Popifb, Interefts have prevail d, 
And where Infallibility has fail'd. 


For fome, who have his fecret meaning ghes‘d, 
Have found our Authour not too much a Prieft : 
For Fafbion-fake he feeims to have recourfe 
To Pope, and Councils, and 7: raditions force: 
But he that old Traditions cou’d fubdue, : 
Cou’d not but find the weaknefs of the New : | 
If Scripture, though deriv’d from heav’nly birth, _ 
Has been but carelefly preferv'd on Earth ; 
If God’s own People, who of God before 


Knew what we know, and had been promis'd more, 


_In 


Ruligio Lite, 7 
In fuller Terms, of Heaven's aff iting Care, —— 
And who did neither Zine, nor Study f pare. 
To keep this Book untainted, unperplext ; 
Let in grofs Errours to corrupt the Zext : 
Omitted paragraphs, embroyl’d the Sénfes 
With vain Traditions ftopt the gaping Fence, 
Which every common hand pull’d up with eafe: 
What Safety from fuch brufbwood-helps as thefe ? 
If written words fom time are notfecur'd, 
How can we think have oral Sounds endur’d > 
Which thus tranfmitted, ‘if one Mouth has fail’d, 
Immortal Lyes on Ages are intail’d: 
And that fome fuch have been, is prov'd too plains: 
If we confider Intereft, C burch, and Gain. 


Oh but fays one, Zradition fet afide,- ~ - he Ba 
as th ane | ibility of 
Where can we hope for an unerring Guid ? Tradition in 


D For 
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For fince th’ origizal Scrrpturc has been loft, : 
All Copies difagreeing, main'd dre mot, 
Or Chriftian Faith can have no certain ground, 


Or I ruth in C burch Tr nar aden found, 


Such an pear Church we wil dis 
*Twere,worth Both J eflasents, and caft in che Creed $- 
But if. this Mather be a Guid fo fune, - we 
As. can all doubts zefolve, al] truth als 7 : 
Then her: Eafallibility, as well - rea a. 
Where Copies:ate corrupt, ox ae cain veel oo 


| Reftore. loft Canon with as hetle pains, 


As tually explicate. what {tal remeinss et 
Which yet no Council dare pretend to doe ; Eo eae 
Unlefs like Efdras, they cou’d prite it new : : 


| Strange Confidence, Still so izterpret truc, 


Yet not be fure that al they.have explain’d, 
Is in the bleft Original contain’d. _ <a 
| Moxe .. 


-Moxt Safe, and sincieadiiegias tis, to: a 

God woud not leave Maukind witout away: 
And tharthe Scriptures, though not every where 

Free foom Corruption, or intire, or clear, | 

Are uncorrupt, fufficient, clear, ineire, 

In aii things which our needfull Faith require. 

"If othersin the fame Glafs better fog. 7 
"Tis for Themfelves they look, but not for me: 
For M 7 Salvation mutt its Doom receive: 

Not froma what OJ HE RS. ‘bu what I bere 7 


Mut all T + adition then be f fex afide2' ee Sela Te 


: di "d 
This to affirm were Ignorance, or' Pride, b Faber Si 


Are there not many points, fome necdfull fure  * 

To faving Faith, thatScripture'leaves obfoure? 
Which every Sect will wrefta {everal way . 

(For what owe Sect Interprets, a! Sets mays) - 


D2 | We 


20 Religio. Eaici. 
We hold, and: fay we prove from Scripture plain, | 
That Chrift.is:G 0D; the bold: Socintan | f 
From. the fame Scripture urges he’s bur MAN. 

Now whats Appeal can end th’ important Suic; 
Both parts talk loudly, but the Rule is mute 2 


Shall I {peak plain, and‘in'a Nation free: 
Aflume an honeft Layman’ s Liberty ? 
I think (according to my little Skill;) 
To.my own Mother-Church fubmitting ftill): 
That many have been fav’d, and many may,. 
_ Who never heard this Queftion brought in play.. 
Th unletter'd:‘Chriftian, wha believes in grofs,. 
-Plods on'to Heaven ;. and ne’ er is at.a lofs :. 
For the Streight-gate wou'd be made freighter yet, 
Were zone admitted there but men of Wit. 
The few; by Nature form’d, with Learning g fraught; 
Born to inftruct, as others tobe taught, 


| Relkigio Laci. 21 
Mutt Study well the Sacred Page; and fee | 
Which Doétrine, this, or that, does bett agree 
- With the whole Tenour of the Work Divine: _ 

And plainlyeft points to Heaven's reveal’d-Defign : 
Which Expofition flows from genuine Senfe; 
And which 1s fore’d by Wit and Eloquence. | 
_ Not that Traditions parts areufelefshere: - 
When general, old, difintereff'd and-clear:._. 
That Ancient Fathers thus expound the Page,. . 
Gives 7ruth the reverend Majetty of Ages... 
Confirms its force, by biding every Zef; 

For beft Authority's next. Reles are beft. 
And ftill he nearer to the Spring we go. - 
More limpid, more unfoyl’d the Waters flow.. 
_ Thus, frft Traditions were a proof alone ;. 
Cou’d we be certain fuch they: were, fo known : 
But fince.fome Flaws in long defcent may be, | 
They make nat Zrath but.Probability.. 

| Eyen 


92 _ Rekgio Lsicé.- 
Even Arivs and Pelagins durht provoke 


To what the Centaries precedix g {poke 


_ Such difference is there in an oft-told Tale; 


But Truth by xs own Sinews will prevail 


Tradition written therefore more.com mends —< 
Authority, shan.what from Voice defcends: < . 
And this, .as perfect asits kind-canbe, 5 - * 
Rouls dows tus die Sacred Hiftory: - 


~ Which, ftom the Univerfal Church receiv'd, 


The Second 
je ion. 


Anfwer to the 


Objection. 


Is try’'d, and after, for ics ee believ ‘d. 


The partial Papins wou'd: _ from bic? 
Their Chureb, in lat refore,: fhou’d Judge the Serge. 
But firttthey won'd affume, with wondrous Art, ° 
Themfelves.to be the whole, who are but: part. 
Of that.vaft Frame, the Church. yet grantthey were 
The handers down, .can they from thenee'infer 


Retigin Leics: * ws 

_ Arighte interpret? or woud they alone 

Who brought the Prefent,- claim it for their own? 

The Book's a Common Large{s to Mankind; 
Not more for them, than every Man defign’d: _ 

The welcome News is.in the Letter found; 

The Carrier's not Commuffion’d to expound. — 

It freaks it Se/f, and whacit does contain,. 

Inall things zeedfull to be kaown, is plain. | 


Intimes o'ergrown with Ruft'and Ignorance, — 
A gainfull Trade thea Clergy did advance: 
When want of Learning kepathe Laywez low,.. 
And none biat Priefts were Authorizid to kyow :. 
- When what (mall Knowledge was,in them did:dwell ;. . 
And he.a God who cou’d but. Reade or Spell; | 
Then Mother Church did mightily-prevail : © 
She parcel’d out the Bible by retail: | 


Buc... 


24 Religio Laict. 

‘But fill expounded what She fold or gave; 

To keep it in her Power to Damn and S aves 

Scripture was fcarce, and as the Market went, 

Poor Laymen took Salvation on Content ; 

As needy men take Money, good or bad : 

God's Word they had not, but the Prie/ts they had. 

Yet, whate’er fale Conveyances. they made, 

The Lawyer (till was certain to be paid. 

In thofe. dark times they learn’d their knack fo well, 

That by long ufe they grew Infalible : 

Atlaft, aknowing Age began t’enquire 

If they the Book, or That did them infpire : 

And, making narrower fearch they found, tho late, 

That what they thought the Prief’s, was Their Eftate: 

Taught by the Will produc’d, (the written Word) 

How long they had been cheated on Record. 

Then, every man who faw the Title fair, 

Claim'd a Chuild’s part, and put in for a Share: 
: Confulted 
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Confulted Soberly his private good ; | 


_ And fav’d himfelf as cheap ase’er he cou'd. 


‘Tis true, my Friend, (and far be Flattery hence) : 
This good had full as bad a Confequence: 
The Book thus put in every vulgar hand, 

Which cach prefiam’d he beft cou’d underftand, 

The Common Rule was made the common Prey; | 

And at the mercy af the Rabble lay. ~ | 

The tender Page-with horney Fifts was gaul’d; 

And he was gifted moft that loudeft baul’d:. 

The Spirit gave the Doftoral Degree : 

And every member of a:Company ' 

Wasof his Trade,andof the Bible free.. 

Plain 7ruths enough for needfull we they fourd ; 

But men wou'd ftill be itching to expoxnd : 

Each was ambitious of th’ obfcureft place, 

No meafure ta’n from Knowledge, all from G R AC E. 
— E Study 
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Study “ad Pains were now no more therCare; 
Texts were explain’d by Fa/ting, and by Prayer : 
This was the Fruit the private Spirit brought ; 
Occafion’d by great Zeal, and Little Thought. 
While Crouds unlearn’d, with rude Devotion warm; 
About the Sacred Viands buz.and:fwarm, 9s.‘ 
The Fly-blown Text creates a crawling Brood ; 
And turns to Maggots what was meant for Food. 
A Thoufand daily Seéts vife up, and dye 51.020 
A Thoufaxd more the perifh’d Race fupply: ° 
So all we make of Heavens. difcover’d Will’ rc 
Is, not to have i, orto ufeicill. : ma 
The Danger’s much the farme;: on feveral Shelves 
If others wreck us, or we -wreck:our. felves.i.. 

What ‘then remains, but, waving each‘Extremce, : 
The Tides of Ignorance, and Pride:to ftem? . 


lk, | A Neither . 


ee 
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Neither fo rich a Treafure to forgo ; . 
Nor proudly feek beyond our pow’t to Lida 
Faith ts not bujlt an difquifitions yain 5: 


The chings we mufl believe, are few, and plain: 


But fince men will believe more than “i need ; 


Spee ce 


In doubtfall quttions’ tis a fafettw way 
To learn what unfufpected Ancients fay 
For ‘tis not likely we. fhou’d higher Soar. 


In fearch of Heav’n, than af the Church before : | 


Nor can we be deceiv’ d, ‘unlef we fee 3 

The S cripture, and the Fathers difagree., 

It after all, they ftand fufpected ftill, 

( For no mian’s Faith depends upon his will; ). 
Tis fome Relief, that points not clearly known, 
Without much hazard may be letalone : 

And, after hearing what our Church can fay, 


If till our Reafonruns anoth: ‘r Way, 


“J 


That 
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That private Réafon ‘tismore Jatt to cutb; | 
Than by Difpuites the publick Peace difturb. - 
For points obfcuré are of fenall ule tokearn: 


, 
Ee 


But C ommor n quict is Mankind's s concern. | 


Thus have l made my own ‘Opinions cleat 
Yet neither Praife expect, ‘nor Cenfure feat’: 
And this unpolith’d, mu gged Verie, E chofe; 

As fitteft for Difcourfe, and neareft Proft> 
For, while from Sacred if ruth Ido. not fwerve, 
iT om S ternbold’s, or T om Sha--ti' Rhimes wil ferve. 


FINIS. 


@eerr aa 


_ = ——! 


